


THE 


ANTIMASONIC REVIEW, 


AND 


MONTHLY WAGAZHTR. 


Tue Cuurcn anp THE Lopce. 


Men of old tried to serve two masters. To love one, 
and not hate the other ; to obey one, and not despise the 
other; but the True Light reproved them; Ye cannot 
serve God and Mammon. 

In times of sore perplexity, we throw up speculation, 
and return to first principles. When opinions vary, and 
good men disagree, we turn “ to the law, and to the testi- 
mony, conscious that if they speak not according to these, 
it is because there is no light in them.” 

Freemasonry is an evil, which very few will deny ; it is 
an evil which nine out of ten would rejoice to banish from 
society; but the moment a man declares it a religious 
evil which should be expelled from the church, the great- 
est disorder ensues; or that it is a political evil, which 
ought to be voted down, the same confusion follows; or 
that it is a moral evil, intolerable in a well regulated com- 
munity, the opinion is allowed, but any practice under the 
influence of it, is strictly forbidden upon pain of the most 
violent dissensions. ‘ You may think me what you please; 
arbitrary, cruel, false, unconstitutional, impious, if you will ; 
but treat me so, and yoy shall feel the weight of my dis- 
pleasure.” So said Charles X.; so says Freemasonry ; so 
might a pirate himself say. ‘“ Regard as you will my im- 
pressing your seamen, but if you do aught about it, then 
we will fight.” Such was the British argument prior to 
the late war: such is ever the argument of the oppressor, 
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What is our thought toa felon, or a hypocrite? If he 
may be allowed quietly to pursue his game, and to consort 
with good company, he will ever be satisfied ; but attempt 
to bring him to justice, or to expel him from the church, 
and he will exert himself to make difficulty. 

The Antimasons have taken Freemasonry in hand po- 
litically with great success, and are treated for it with un- 
mingled abuse. It becomes a serious question, whether 
this society can be tolerated by the church. The order 
was once secret, it is now uncovered. Formerly but few 
could estimate its profanity ; now all readers see and un- 
derstand it. If a pastor or a brother resorts to houses of 
ill fame; if he swear with blasphemers, and enter into 
covenant with traitors, he cannot be passed by unrebuked. 
If he do these things unconsciously, let him plead his ex- 
cuse, and be restored in love ; but let him not trespass, and 
continue in his trespass, because to admonish him would 
make a difficulty, a breach in the society. ‘This should 
rather urge upon us the sacred duty and necessity of ar- 
resting the portentous and awful transgression. When 
hand joins in hand to sustain offenders against both human 
and divine law, it is time for the upright to awake to their 
situation, and for every honest man to clear his own skirts, 
not with violence, but with love. 

A union of church and state is feared by some, and 
imputed to many. While we examine the propriety of 
dealing with Freemasonry, both as a religious evil, anda 
political evil, we avow a most decided and unequivocal 
hostility to an unholy union of religion and politics. If it 
ever comes to this, that religious zeal seeks to control 
temporal honors and emoluments, religious purity will 
shrink from political power, as from corruption. If mis- 
taken devotion should aim to exaJt spiritual men to offices 
merely secular, true devotion will certainly lead spiritual 
men to avoid the honor. The affairs of this world are 
best governed by its people ; it being always true, that the 

most faithful to the Searcher of hearts is also most faith- 
ful to himself and to his country ; but it is not true, that 
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the most zealous in word are surely the most faithful in 
deed. 

Political evils, such as heresies in government, sworn 
fealty to hostile constitutions and authorities, combina- 
tions to obtain power, the delinquencies of magistrates, 
&c., are cognizable at the tribunal of the eléctions. 

Legal and moral evils, such as profane swearing, the 
corruption of jurors, the refusal to bear witness for truth 
and justice, the defrauding of men under false pretences, 
the association of individuals to conceal each others’ 
crimes, &c, are cognizable before our legal tribunals. 

Religious evils, such as the contempt of the name of 
Almighty God, the theatrical mockery of prayer, the de- 
gradation of the most sclemn passages of scripture to 
hallow a scenic misrepresentation of the creation of light, 
of the death and resurrection of the body, of the bush 
that burned and consumed not, and of the crucifixion and 
ascension of the Lord, are transgressions, in the person 
of its members, cognizable before the church. 

Freemasonry unites in its hideous form, evils political, 
legal, and religious. The friends of the government do 
not wait for the decision of the courts, and the judges do 
not delay for the movement of the churches; but each tri- 
bunal proceeds according to the evidence before it. The 
culprit in view of swift justice, cries ‘“‘ proscription, fag- 
gots, and a union of church and state!” This should 
neither surprise nor daunt the guardians of our civil ‘and 
religious institutions. It is but the cry, “stop thief!” 
raised by the detected felon to cover his escape. 

As the mystery was ready to begin the battle at the polls, 
so also it has ever been ready to contend in the churches. 
When Elder Stearns, of Oneida county, N. Y., first with- 
drew from the order, several of his brother ministers with- 
drew from Christian fellowship with him. When the 
Rev. Lebbeus Armstrong, of Saratoga county, N. Y. re- 
nounced Freemasonry, the doors of his church were un- 
ceremoniously locked against him, and from that time the 
pulpits of many around have been tyled with the spirit of 
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Freemasonry, to shut him out of the sacred desk, where 
the clergymen themselves have no objection, but would 
be glad, to admit him. So, in his religious intercourse in 
the ministry, it has been with the Rev. Moses Thacher, of 
Norfolk county, Mass. It is the same spirit of Freema- 
sonry every where, which proceeds without form of trial or 
show of church discipline, to treat a brother Christian in 
good standing, as if he were a heathen, and piteously to 
cry at the same time, “ Persecution ! Persecution !” 

We were led to these remarks, by the perusal of a pam- 

phlet, containing “‘ The proceedings of the Congregational 
Association of Montpelier, Vt. in reply to Henry Jones, 
one of that body, in relation to the influence of Freemason- 
ry in the churches. Cabot, July 7, 1830.” Mr. Jones’ 
case is a fair sample of many, and it deserves considera- 
tion. He was a Royal Arch Mason: in 1828 he saw the 
iniquity of the institution, and felt it his duty to renounce 
and forsake it, if he might do so without giving just of- 
fence to his Christian brethren, who still adhered to the 
institution. In this emergency he applied to the Associa- 
tion for advice, saying, what shall I do? “* Having been 
a member of the institution (of Freemasonry) for many 
years, I have of late become fully convinced that it is con- 
trary to the profession of a Christian for me any longer to 
support it,—that it is not only useless in our land, but a 
hindrance to the progress of religion; that some of its 
principles are at variance with the Gospel of Christ ;—that 
its obligations of perpetual secrecy are not binding on its 
members, and that it would be offensive to God for me any 
longer to pretend, or insinuate, that the secrets of mason- 
ry are not substantially before the world.” 

The Association being not masons, replied, that of the 
correctness of Mr. Jones’ views they were incapable of 
judging ; but if his views were correct, no doubt he ought 
to make them public. 

With this advice he complied, assuming the responsi- 
bility of his opinions in relation to Freemasonry in ten 

printed letters. For the sentiments published in them, he 
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has never been challenged before any tribunal of the 
church ; but many brethren have proceeded against him 
as condemned already. They have reviled him to his 
face and behind his back, have slandered and calumniated 
his good name, have closed against him the avenues to the 
usual ministerial intercourse, so that there is scarcely a 
church with a settled pastor in the vicinity, where he con- 
siders it prudent to propose laboring under the commis- 
sion of the Gospel. He has remonstrated with the of- 
fenders, and sought their proof, and their judicial correc- 
tives, but in vain ; their reply is, that the church has no- 
thing to do with the subject ; it belongs to the dominion 
of Freemasonry. 

Feeling aggrieved by eighteen month’s suffering in this 
furnace, he, in January last, appealed to the association 
for advice. By following their judgment on the former 
occasion, he found himself greatly embarrassed, and again 
he put the question in view ofthe facts: What shall I do? 
“It is not my duty any longer to acquiesce in silence, thus 
practically maintaining fellowship with the corruption in 
the church, which has been the procuring cause of all 
these evils.— With my present views of the subject, unless 
I can ere long see some door of hope opening, whereby 
these evils may be disfellowshipped by the churches, and 
whereby myself and a multitude of others in the same 
circumstances, may be judged by the laws of Christ, rather 
than by those which are at open war with the Gospel, I 
see not how I can maintain fellowship with such a church 
as shall continue to permit such violations of its own 
blessed rules ; for at present, I am as much deprived of 
church discipline in relation to this heavy burden, as 
though I were legally excluded from church fellowship.” 

The Association referred the subject for its importance 
to their next meeting, from January 20th to June 17th, 
1830, making it in the méan time, by their records, “a 
subject of deep humiliation and fervent prayer to God, 
that they may be directed.” 
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Their reply begins with a statement of Mr. Jones’ com- 
plaint. Some preliminary resolutions follow : 

1, Desiring that the offended brethren would proceed 
against Mr. Jones according to the directions of our Lord, 
recorded in 18th Matthew. 

2. Declaring that this law is so plain, and so explicit, 
that it is difficult to imagine a case in which a departure 
from it can be justified. 

3. That a departure from this law, and not any thing 
in the nature of the masonic controversy is the cause of 
the present distressed condition of many churches. “ We 
can see no reason,” they say, “ why a difference of opinion 
in regard to this subject, more than any other, or a full, 
and frank expression of that opinion, ought to produce 
alienation and discord among brethren: but when the 
spirit of the time discards the law of the Redeemer, and 
substitutes a law which he knew not, and which neither 
came into his mind; when brother openly accuses brother 
of most unchristian conduct, without being held responsi- 
ble for the truth, or being obliged to prove his allegations ; 
when brethren publicly treat each other as excommuni- 
cated, without even the form of a trial, then may we justly 
exclaim, “ How has the gold become dim, and the most 
fine gold changed ;—and this, alas, to an alarming extent, 
seems now to be the case.” 

This exclamation is not equal to the emergency ; a case 
so alarming requires a stern corrective. 

They disclaim any intention to prejudge a case which 
may yet come before them in the regular discipline of the 
churches. ‘ Least of all,” say they, “ would we object to 
the exercise of private opinion. But that brethren under 
the influence of private pique, or prejudice ; or of opinion 
founded on evidence of which the church are ignorant, 
have a right to treat a minister of the Gospel as deposed, 
and a brother in covenant as excommunicated, without 
granting him the privilege of a trial ; thus by implication 
casting reproach and scandal on the church or association 
which still retain him as a member, is a doctrine which we 
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have yet to learn from the oracles of God. Brethren who 
do this, (and this we say without reference to any indi- 
vidual or party in the church,) take a course which we 
cannot approve, and which we dare not follow.” 

This censure is too light for the flagrant breach of Chris- 
tian charity and of Gospel law to which it is applied. 

They allow much for the existing excitement, and _perti- 
nently ask : “ Is excitement to apologize for every thing ? 
Has the kingdom of our Lord fallen so far behind the 
kingdoms of this world, that excitement is to excuse a total 
dereliction of his laws? a total disregard of his authority ? 

“ We, therefore, consider it our duty to recommend to 
Brother Jones, in the spirit of Christian love, to take the 
regular steps of Gospel discipline with such brethren, as 
he is able to prove guilty of the unchristian conduct stated 
in his communication. 

“C, WRIGHT, Register.” 

It is proper to state here that the church of the Reverend 
Henry Jones, of Cabot, Vt., have unanimously approved of 
his renunciation of Freemasonry, by a resolution, dated 
October 8, 1828, to which the few members who were pre- 
vented from attending the meeting afterward individually 
gave their formal assent. 

We understand Mr. Jones declines to prefer charges 
against his brethren for their calumnies. He chooses to 
leave that disagreeable service to brethren who have equal 
interest in the honor of the church, and not the same per- 
sonal interest in the masonic controversy. It is not com- 
mon, however, for men to take up each other’s slumbering 
disputes, and go forward in pursuit of redress ; they think 
they do well to back their friends, and support each other. 
Whether the generous spirit of a private murderer which 
leads him to send or to accept a deadly challenge for his 
insulted friend, might not be sometimes advantageously 
copied by a Christian who has less to sacrifice in case the 
wrong should prevail in the battle, we will not decide. 
But for the aid of Mr. Jones, we relate the following, as it 
has been related to us. 
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In South Reading, Middlesex county, Ms. in the Bap- 
tist church is a man of wealth, influence, and piety. Many 
of his brethren are Freemasons. He industriously pro- 
cured judicious and authentic publications of masons and 
others, showing the abominations of the mystery, and gave 
them to such as would read. He soon became the subject 
of masonic calumny, and that too from the mouths of his 
brethren in the church. He then absented himself for a 
season from the regular ordimances of the church. They 
appointed a committee to visit and reprove delinquents. 
That committee waited, among others, upon him, He 
confessed, but claimed the right to make his excuse before 
the church. Fearing the consequences, the committee 
opposed ; but he insisted, and prevailed. There he stood in 
his place, and declared, that “ he could not commune with 
a church which holds fellowship with Freemasonry ; that 
the mystery must be evangelically censured, or he must ; 
the church might take its own course.” This was un- 
expected. They had looked for the impeachment of three 
strong and violent masons in the church, whose tongues 
had not spared Brother E.; and when he passed them 
by, and took up their goddess, he greatly surprised them 
all. ‘The church, of whose members many were masons, 
knew not what todo. Mr. E. could not be reproached, 
except for his neglect of the ordinances ; and for that ne- 
glect he laid the blame wholly on the church; he made it 
the guilty, and stood in his place the accuser. He was 
excused, the church wiped the spot from its robes, Free- 
masonry was at length censured, and peace we hope and 
harmony are once more restored. 

We apprehend that the course recommended by the 
respectable association to Mr. Jones, will fail to cure the 
evil, because it strikes not its root. Better adopt the re- 
solution of the Baptist church in Swanton, Vt. “ That 
after proper information has been given, we will hold no 
communion in Gospel ordinances, with those churches, 
ministers, or brethren, who do not, in principle and prac- 
tice, disown and condemn speculative Freemasonry.” — 
September 15, 1830. 
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I’reemasonry has a spirit to inspire calumny and to sus- 
tain the calumniators. They are innocent in their own 
eyes, while they defame. ‘To punish them would be inef- 
fectual, but banish the iniquity of Freemasonry from the 
fellowship of the churches, and the trouble ceases, as when 
a mighty flame is extinguished instantly in air deprived of 
its oxygen. 

NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS. 

No man can swear to obey the law and constitutions of 
two several distinct and independent governments at the 
same time, and escape the charge of perjury. No man 
can consistently bow at the altar of masonry, and at the 
altar of the church; the two rituals are as opposite as truth 
and falsehood, as light and darkness; he that attempts in 
his own person and character to unite them, attempts what 
is impossible : it will yet appear that he loves the one and 
hates the other, that he holds to the one and despises the 
other. Men cannot love the Gospel which preaches the 
name of Jesus, and also love the Ahiman Rezon which 
denies the name of Jesus. Men cannot love the church, 
where salvation is preached through Christ the Mediator, 
and also love the lodge, where the name of the only Me- 
diator is excluded by the common practice, and by the 
authorised books of consitutions. 

In view of the present state of the American churches, 
we call to mind the message of the Lord himself to the 
Angel of the church in Thyatira.—* I know thy works, 
and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and 
thy works ; and the last to be more than the first ; notwith- 
standing, | have a few things against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a pro- 
phetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to break my 
covenant, and to eat things sacrificed to idols.” Those 
Christians, especially those who are members of the ma- 
sonic institution, who think these words well applied in 
the present instance, have a duty to perform, even to re- 
fuse their permission to this Jezebel, “ which calls hervelf 
12 
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a prophetess,” longer to teach and to seduce the covenant 
disciples of the Lord. 


Since writing the above, the decision of the Synod of 
Genesee has come to hand, requiring the separation of 
their churches from the harlot mystery. Their long and 
faithful examination of the subject, their calm deliberation 
and firm conviction, expressed with great mildness, unite 
to demand for their opinion the highest respect of the 
Christian public. We give it entire, as published from the 
minutes of their session at Le Roy, 2lst September, 1830. 


« FREEMASONRY. 


Memorials on the subject of Freemasonry came before the 
Synod through the Presbytery of Genesee and that of Buffalo, 
and were committed to Messrs. Penney, Mason, A. P. Brown, 
Crawford, Bryant, E. Walker, and Crocker. On the 23d, they 
presented their report, and the Synod came to the following 

DECISION. 

The Synod of Genesee having been called in the discharge of 
their official duty, to aid by their advice Presbyteries and churches 
under their supervision, laboring under difficulties on the subject 
of Freemasonry, affectionately present the following as the result 
of a deliberate and dispassionate examination of the subject, as it 
now bears on the peace and order of our churches. 

1. It is the judgment of this Synod—that sufficient reasons 
exist, even exclusive of the revelations of seceding masons, why 
all the ministers and members of our churches should absolutely 
dissolve their connexion with the institution of Freemasonry, and 
explicitly signify the same to their Christian brethren. 

These reasons are such as follow. Its character as a secret 
confederacy which withholds its proceedings from the correcting 
and purifying influence of public cognizance,,renders it pecu- 
liarly liable to be employed as an instrument of evil by designing 
men, and reasonably subjects its principles to be held chargeable 
for the overt wickedness which may emanate from its members, 
unlike those institutions whose principles are as open before the 
world as the conduct of their members. An example of its ac- 
tual abuse to evil purposes is found in the history of [lluminism, 
and it has, to say the least, furnished the occasion, and induce- 
ment recently in our own vicinity, for a flagrant breach of the 
laws of God and man, in the abduction of William Morgan. We 
may add to these, the delusions promoted by its religious preten- 
sions, and the incongruous aspect presented by masons to their 
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Christian brethren in the close fellowship with unbelievers to 
which it binds them. 

2. That to quit all connexion with the institution, and signify 
the same to their Christian brethren, is all which Christians ag- 
grieved about Freemasonry ought to require, and that all indis- 
criminate censuring and impeachment of the motives and cha- 
racters of brethren, merely because they have belonged, or do yet 
belong to the institution, is wrong, as being a sure means of be- 
getting and protracting division among Christians, and that in 
this stage of these questions all breaking of Christian and minis- 
terial fellowship, abstaining from communion and the like, by 
either party, is to be condemned, and that all hasty application 
of church discipline, and all passing of resolutions by churches, 
which would amount to the excommunication of members, or 
the rejection of otherwise qualified applicants, would be an inju- 
dicious course, and incompatible with the patience and forbear- 
ance of the Gospel. 

Nevertheless, Thirdly. The Synod judges that ministers and 
members of churches who have belonged to the masonic insti- 
tution, are bound by the principles of the Gospel to give heed to 
the grounds of offence and reproach to religion, which they can- 
not but see their connexion with masonry, as it now stands be- 
fore the public, affords, to cherish candor, and a readiness to hear 
the reasons on which their brethren and the public disapprove of 
the institution ; and, now that so long a time has elapsed since it 
has become a subject of public discussion, to be ready to offer, or 
at least afford for the satisfaction of their brethren, a definite and 
unequivocal avowal of their adherence or non-adherence to Free- 
masonry. And, 

4. The Synod advise, unless special objections occur, that 
when any Presbytery or church is called on to admit or dismiss a 
member, who has been a Freemason, and has not previously 
avowed his abandonment of it, the following or a like formula 
shall be presented him to subscribe, and that his compliance in 
good faith shall be considered as sufficient and satisfactory to all 
concerned on this point, and that a similar proceeding shall be 
sufficient to terminate grievances of the like kind with masonic 
members continuing in the church. 

FORMULA. 

I cheerfully make known for the satisfaction of my Christian 
brethren, that I have discontinued all connexion with the institu- 
tion of Freemasonry, and intend to remain so discontinued during 
my life ; and that I recognize no obligation devolving on me in 
consequence of masonic oaths, as binding me to do or counte- 
nance any thing which is not in accordance with the morality of 
the Gospel, and the laws of the land as commonly understood 
among my Christian brethren. 

| Date.} | Signed. | 
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Finally. ‘The Synod wish to be understood as disclaiming all 
part in the political forms of this question—and as decidedly con- 
demning any measures on the part cf Antimasonic members of the 
churches, at variance with brotherly love or unnecessarily tending 
to provoke brethren, or hinder their coming out from the institu- 
tion in as early and easy a manner as possible.” 


Ira or FREEMASONRY. 


We wish all our friends to observe, that, in assuming the date 
of Freemasonry, we do not deny that the mystery !..d some form 
of previous existence. Having never been able, however, to set 
eyes upon any proof of it, except the assertions of men, whose 
word is not safely to be taken, we did suppose that the signs and 
grips, the words and tokens only were known to operative ma- 
sons, as testimonials and evidences of mechanical skill:* and 
that the traditions, lectures, signs, and ceremonies were first 
moulded into one by Anthony Sayer and Company, A. D. 1717. 
We became satisfied that the claim to Henry VI., Edwin, and 
St. John, was no better than that to Solomon and Adam. We 
cut the order down at once to the era, when they first exhibit 
substantial proof of their being. ‘The statute of laborers we 
found to have been perverted for the support of their vanity ; and 
the first tangible point in masonic history was that which made 
Elias Ashmole a freeman of the mason’s company in 1646. Still 
we saw them claiming Sir Christopher Wren for Grand and 
Deputy Grand Master, precisely at the dates, in which he was 
nominated by his sovereign to the office of Surveyor or Deputy 
Surveyor General of the king’s buildings, which is a civil and 
not a masonic office, and at atime, too, when there was cer- 
tainly no grand lodge in existence for any man to preside over. 
Half a score of masonic writers agree to say, ** that in England, 
until the year 1717, a sufficient number of masons met together 
had ample power to make masons, and discharge every duty of 
masonry, by inherent privileges vested in the fraternity at large, 
without a warrant of constitution; but at the meeting of the 
Grand Lodge of England, on St. John Baptist’s day of that 


* Professor Robison. 
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year, the following resolution was adopted : The privilege of as- 
sembling as masons, which has hitherto been unlimited, shall be 
vested in certain lodges of masons convened in certain places.’* 
For several years after, “ Apprentices made in_private lodges, 
could not, without a dispensation from the Grand Master, be 
admitted fellow crafts and masters by the said private lodges, but 
in the Grand Lodge only.”*}_ The rule was changed A. D. 1725. 

So the first masons at large, without a charter or warrant, 
wrought at their trade ; next lodges were composed of fellow 
crafts ; and masters were only such as were chosen from among 
their fellow crafts to preside over the lodge.§ Unanimity was 
not required in the ballot to admit a member of the lodge ; three 
might object without avail.|| How changed the system is since 
1730, every reader of Prichard and of Morgan must see; but 
it became a system at the date we have assigned it. 

With these facts accords the following extract from the Free- 
mason’s Pocket Companion. Hoping to obtain Dr. Plot’s work, 
we have kept back this, until the time has come to insert it, or 
lose the opportunity, Our pride is not great enough to with- 
hold the truth which seemingly militates against our expressed 
opinions. We are thankful rather to make our opinions conform 
to the evidence. If to have a grip and a sign to command the 
assistance of a brother mechanic at work, be Freemasonry, the 
order may be said to have existed at least so early as Dr. Plot 
wrote ; but if a warrant or charter; a regular place of meet- 
ing; a uniform rule of admitting members; a man knocked 
down and buried in the manner of Hiram Abiff to preside in 
their assemblies; three degrees of mystery ; a Grand Lodge, 
and a Grand Master, be indispensable to Freemasonry, then the 
order did not exist before Anthony Sayer’s lodge convened in 
London, A. D. 1717. 


* Webb’s Monitor. Salem, Ms., 1808. p. 298. Masonic Constitutions 
of Kentucky. p. 19. 

+ Ahiman Rezon of Pennsylvania. 1783. p. 63. 

$ Anderson’s Constitutions. p. 160. 

§ Anderson’s Constitutions, 2d Ed. p. 150. ‘* The masons of old times 
never gave any man the title of Master Mason until he had first passed 
the chair.” 4himan Reson, N.Y. p. 13 of the Appendix. Idem, of Md. 
A. D. 1797. p. 120. Idem, of Pa. A. D. 1783. p, 36. Idem, of Va. 
A. D. 1791. p. 16.“ Old times” means before A. D. 1717. ‘ Passed the 
chair” means, had presided as master of a lodge. 

} Anderson’s Constitutions. p. 155. 
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‘© Aw Account of the FreEmMasong, by Rosert Prot, L. L. D., Keeper 
of the Ashmolean Museum, and Professor ef Chemistry in the University 
of Oxford.” Extracted from the Freemason’s Pocket Companion. p. 192. 


“ They have acustom in Staffordshire of admitting men into the society 
of Freemasons, that in the moore/ands of this country seems to be of greater 
request than any where else, though I find the custom spread more or less 
all over the nation ; for here | found persons of the most eminent quality,that 
did not disdain to be of this fellowship; nor indeed need they, were it of 
that antiquity and honor that is pretended in a large parchment volume 
they have amongst them, containing the history and rules of the craft of 
masonry, which is there deduced not only from sacred writ, but profane 
story ; particularly that it was brought into England by St, 4mphibal, and 
first communicated to St. Alban, &c. 

“ Into which society, when any are admitted, they call a meeting, (or 
lodge, as they term it in some places,) which must consist at least of five or 
six of the ancients of the order, whom the candidates present with gloves, 
and so likewise to their wives, and entertain with a collation, according to 
the custom of the place. This ended, they proceed to the admission of 
them, which chiefly consists in the communication of certain secret signs, 
whereby they are known to one another all over the nation, by which 
means they have maintenance whitherever they travel; for if any man 
appear, though altogether unknown, that can show any of these signs to a 
fellow of the society, whom they otherwise call an accepted mason, he is 
obliged presently to come to him, from what company or place soever 
he be in; nay, though from the top of a steeple, what hazard or incon- 
venience soever he run, to know his pleasure and assist him; viz. if he 
want work, he is bound to find him some; or if he cannot do that, to give 
him money, or otherwise support him till work can be had, which is one of 
their articles; and it is another that they advise the masters they work for, 
according to the best of their skill, acquainting them with the goodness or 
badness of their materials; and if they be any way out in the contrivance 
of the buildings, modestly to rectify them in it, that masonry be not dis- 
honored; and many such like that are commonly known. But some others 
they have, (to which they are sworn after their fashion,) that none know 
but themselves, which I have reason to suspect, are much worse than 
these, perhaps as bad as this His/ory of the Oraft itself; than which there 
is nothing I ever met with, more false or incoherent.”—Natural History 
of Staffordshire. Chap. 8, p. 316. 


Robert Plot, L. L. D., born 1641, died 1696, a learned phi- 
losopher and antiquary, appointed by Elias Ashmole first keeper 
of his museum, published his Natural History of Staffordshire, 
A. D. 1686.—Bio. Brit. 

2y this it seems that the mystery, in embryo, existed among 
operatives and others in different parts of England, so early as 
1686. Dr. Plot is the first to mention it within our knowledge ; 
and his account accords with the * false and incoherent” society 
of modern times. The tale of old Hiram,* and the signs and 
the grips, we have always been at liberty to suppose were groping 
ina strange garb, before they assumed a regular habit, and a 
constitutional form in the Apple tree tavern. 

* The tale of Hiram is said, by a French author, to be taken from the 
Talmud. Who will read that mass of legends to find it ? 
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History or Freemasonry rn THE Unrrep States. 
From the opening of the first Lodge, A. D. 1133 to A. D. 1776. 


Tue Grand Lodge of England having exerted its new-born 
energies, and exercised its benevolent propensities, in sending 
the mystery of Freemasonry to the principal nations of the earth, 
to France, Spain, Holland, Germany, and the East Indies, at 
length found time to remember with its charity, the American 
colonies. ‘The records of the Grand Lodge show the issue of 
a warrant to Daniel Cox, for opening a mason’s lodge, in New 
Jersey, so early as 1730 ;* but whether Prichard’s disclosure of 
the mystery, which was made in that same year, or some less 
portentous event, prevented its taking effect, is unknown. A 
similar warrant is sometimes said to have been issued in the sam€ 
year, for the establishment of the mystery in Georgia.| This, we 
should incline to believe, because the first settlement of that 
colony was then proposed in London ; and the benefits of the 
universal language, and of the bond of universal charity and 
brotherhood, must have been apparent to the emigrants, for the 
purposes of intercourse with the savages ; however, we give it ap 
on learning that Governor Oglethorpe first landed at Charleston, 
South Carolina, with his colony, on the way to Georgia, Jan. 
15, 1782 ;{ and we have no sufficient authority for saying the 
mystery was sent beforehand, to prepare the hearts of the savages 
for the coming of the Christians. 

Masonic lodges are of recent date in this country. We have 
in the midst of us living souls, that have seen more years than 
any lodge in North America. ‘ The most ancient and honorable 
Fraternity” have had a being in these states ninety seven years 
and no more. ‘“ Upon tke application of a number of brethren 
residing at Boston, a warrant wes granted by the Right Honor- 
able and Most Worshipful Anthony, Lord Viscount Montague, 
Grand Master of masons in England dated 30th April, 1733, 
appointing the Right Worshipful Henry Price, Grand Master in 
North America, with ful! power and authority to appoint his de- 
puty, and other masonic officers necessary for forming a Grand 


* Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry. Freemason’s Pocket Companion. 
Anderson’s Cons., 2d Ed., p. 194. 

t Webb’s Monitor, Salem Ed. 1308, p. 325. 

t Willard’s History of the United States. 
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Lodge ; and, also, to constitute lodges of free and accepted 
masons, as often as occasion should require. In consequence of 
this commission, the Grand Master opened a Grand Lodge in 
Boston, on the 30th of July, 1733, in due form, and appointea 
the Right Worshipful Andrew Belcher, Deputy Grand Master, 
and the Worshipful Thomas Kenelly, and John Quann, Grand 
Wardens. 

“ The Grand Lodge being thus organized under the designation 
of St. John’s Grand Lodge, (sometimes called The Grand Lodge 
of Modern Masons,) proceeded to grant warrants for instituting 
regular lodges in various parts of America ; and from this Grand 
Lodge originated the first lodges in Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Barbadoes, 
Antigua, Newfoundland, Louisburg, Nova Scotia, Quebec, Su- 
rinam, and St. Christopher’s.’’** 

The first masonic lodge in America was a “ Grand Lodge,” 
and it became the mother of many lodges ; but how the warrant 
of England could make the masters and wardens of unknown 
fraternities, necessary to compose a Grand Lodge, or could make 
a Grand Lodge out of nothing, is one of Masonry’s own arts, 
concealed even from the initiated.t 

That the Freemasonry of many states derived its beginning 
from this lodge is certain. We are told that Benjamin Franklin, 
in 1734, at the age of twenty-eight, transported the mystery, four 
years previously disclosed by Prichard, and planted it at Phila- 
delphia. There, three years afterward, in admitting a brother 
candidate to the lodge, death ensued. In the public commotion 
which this occasioned, the Fraternity declared that the offenders 
were a spurious lodge, and not real masons ; and that the chari- 
table order ought not to suffer for the acts of a few misguided 


* Webb's Monitor, p 299. Freemason’s Library, p. 332. Book of 
Constitutions of Ky., p. 20., and Book of Cons. of Mass. 


+ “ The Grand Lodge consists of, and is formed by, the masters and 
wardens of all the regular lodges within the limits of its jurisdiction, with 
the Grand Master at its head, supported by the other grand officers.” 
Ahiman Rezon of Pa., A. D. 1783, p. 58; And the books of Masonic 
Constitutions universally. It is manifest that the first and only lodge in 
America could not be a Grand Lodge consistently with this constitutiona! 
lefinition. 
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men. ‘The affair made some excitement, but as there was evi- 
dently more of folly than of malice in the circumstances of the 
young candidate’s death, it was finally hushed up.* 

South Carolina received its Masonry directly from the Grand 
Lodge of England, by a warrant directed to John Hammerton, 
Esq., A. D. 1736.{ New York was supplied from the same 
British source in 1737, by a warrant of authority granted to 
Capt. Richard Riggs of this city.{ 

Nothing occurred in the annals of Masonry to ruffle the smooth 
current of time, until A. D. 1749. Then the brethren in Boston 
kept the day of St. John the Evangelist, (27th December,) with 
a public procession, a sermon, and a feast. This appears to have 
been the second procession of the fraternity in Boston ; and the 
first sermon delivered for the order on record. It excited no 
little admiration at the time, and served the poet for doggerel, 
and the public for laughter. The sermon was delivered in Christ 
Church by the Rev. Charles Brockwell, His Majesty's Chaplain at 
Boston. A copy may be found in the Freemason’s Pocket Com- 
panion, from which we extract the following assertion :—“ I have 
had the honor of being a member of this ancient and honorable so- 
ciety many years—have sustained many of its offices, and caf, and 
do aver, in this sacred place, and before the Grand Architect of the 
world, that I never could observe ought therein, but what is jas- 
tifiable and commendable according to the strictest rules of so- 
ciety. Nor would men of unquestionble wisdom, known integrity, 
strict honor, undoubted veracity, and good sense, though they 
might be trepanned into a foolish or ridiculous society, which 
could pretend to nothing valuable, ever continue in it, (as all the 
world may see they have done, and now do,) or contribute to- 
ward supporting and propagating it to posterity.”’{ 

Such a preacher, on such an occasion, is fairly treated by Jos. 
Green, Esq., in a poem of 350 lines, entitled, « Entertainment 
for a Winter’s Evening : being a full and true account of a very 
Wonderful Sight, seen in Boston, 27th December, 1749, at noon- 
day ; the truth of which can be attested by a great number of 
people, who actually saw the same with their own eyes. Primé 


* The Philadelphia Paper, 1737. 
+ Pocket Companion and Preston. 
t Freemason’s Pocket Companion. 
* F. M, Pocket Com. p. 295. 
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progrediuntur anseres, dein vituli, grex asinaria sequitur. Tem- 
plum aditum est. His omnibus vir sanctus predicavit, multis po- 
pulis circumstantibus.”* Printed A. D. 1751. 


The following lines make a concluding part of the preacher's 
sermon :— 


‘But what I’ve said, I'll say again, 
And what I say I will maintain : 
Tis love, pure love, cements the whole, 
Love—of the norr.e and the nowt.” 


The spirit of the times is exhibited as follows : 


‘From church to Sfone’s they go to eat, 
In order walking through the street : 
But no Right Worshipful was there, 
Pallas forbade him to appear ; 

For, well foreseeing that the job 
Would from all parts collect the mob, 
Het wisely catched a cold, and staid 
At home, at least, if not in bed. 


So when the Greeks ’gainst Trojans went, 
Achilles tarried in his tent ; 

Ashamed he hides himself, nor draws 

His conquering sword ia harlot’s cause.’’f 


The history of Freemasonry is, in its acknowledged forms, 
little more than the account of the laying of corner stones, and of 
the disputes between different sects of the Fraternity. That 
dissension which first appeared in London, A. D. 1738-9, and 
gave rise to the Ancient Masons, was communicated to America 
by the way of Scotland. While the Moderns and Ancients of 
England despised and rejected each other, the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, that had been instituted in 1736, acknowledged both 
parties, but favoured the Ancients. Some Masons in Boston, 
moved no doubt by feelings of hostility toward St. John’s Lodge, 
or certainly with a desire to act independent of it, A. D. 1755, 
petitioned the Grand Lodge of Scotland for « ‘warrant to hold 
a lodge of Ancient masons. ‘They might have as well asked for 
a warrant to hold a lodge of Moderns—Scotland would have been 
equally ready to furnish them from the same Grand Lodge, had 
not their object been to oppose St. John’s Lodge, which was 


* The idea is too good to be lost on those who do not read Latin. 
* First came the geese, then the calves, the asses followed ; they entered 
the church; to them a divine preached, while a multitude looked on.”” 

+ Thomas Oxnard, Esq. 

t Boston Free Press, Vol. III. No.2. 8th Jan. 1830. 
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of the Modern sect. Their charter came with the name of St. 
Andrew’s Lodge, under the hand of Lord Sholto Charles Doug- 
las, Most Worshipful Grand Master, dated A. D. 1756.* Set. 
John's Lodge abused them—deserved contempt was mutually 
poured upon the haughty pretensions of each other, and all 
friendly intercourse was denied. 

St. Andrew's Lodge, however, grew with the vigor of youth 
and the zeal and probable respectability of its members ; for we 
find, Dec. 27, 1769, a commission was received from the Grand 
Master of Scotland, the Earl of Dalhousie, dated 30th of May 
preceding, appointing Dr. Joseph Warren, of Boston, Grand 
Master of Ancient Masons, in, and one hundred miles atound 
Boston. The Grand Master appointed wardens, and opened 
Grand Lodge in ample form. By a patent from the Earl of 
Dumfries, dated March 3, 1772, Dr. Warren’s authority was 
extended over all North America. From his lodge warrants 
went forth to constitute lodges of Ancient Masons in several of 
the then colonies. The illustrious death of Warren, on Bunker 
Hill, together with the absorbing interest of the revolution, put a 
check on the Grand Lodges until the peace in 1783. 

The Grand Lodge of England granted a warrant, “ 20th June, 
anno lucis, five thousand seven hundred and sixty-four, to the 
Most Worshipful William Bell and others, authorizing them to 
form and hold a Grand Lodge” for the colony of Pennsylvania. | 
Besides the two Grand Lodges in Boston, and this in Pennsylvania, 
we find others mentioned in this country before the declara- 
tion of our national independence. But let it be observed that 
these were not Grand Lodges, although they now take the name ; 
they were provincial Grand Lodges, dependent upon their 
mother lodges, and not independent and sovereign, as every 
Grand Lodge claims to be. A supervisory power was retained 
and exercised by the British Grand Lodges, and, so far as appears, 
those British lodges nominated the provincial Grand Masters, 
while the crown nominated the provincial governors ; but when 
the sceptre of England ceased to sway the political destinies 
of this republic, the rod of the power of the British Grand 
Masters was broken ; their patents and mandates ceased to run 
and to be obeyed in the United States. 

* Lawrie. 


+ Phillip’s Freemason’s Companion, p. 141. Duo., 211 pp. Philadelphia, 
A. D. 1805. 
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-At this period, not so much as the name of any degree in Ma- 
sonry above the master’s lodge, is mentioned in any treatise on 
Masonry, published in this country, nor indeed in the English 
language, to our knowledge. Anperson and Enriex, had is- 
sued each his quarto, and Scott his duodecimo, making profess- 
edly complete histories, and embracing the received laws and 
constitutions of Masonry, and yet, making no allusion to any 
mystery or order in Masonry above the master’s degree. Hur- 
curnson, Caticorr, and Dermott also wrote just before this 
period, and Smirn after it ; each of whom aims to set forth all 
the glory of the mystic order lawful to be seen by profane eyes ; © 
but néither of them say a word about any degree, sign, or mys- 
tery of Masonry, which at that time was concealed from, or was 
independent of the master of a blue lodge. So the first two, 
and we believe only editions of the book of constitutions of Mas- 
sachusetts,—one published 1792, the other 1798 ; the same for 
Pennsylvania, 1783, and the same for Maryland, 1797, give-no 
intimation of any mystery in Masonry concealed from the master 
of three degrees, apprentice, fellow-craft, and Master. Neither 
do the disclosures of Prichard in 1730, nor of Jackin and Boaz 
in 1766, 7, and 8, present us with any thing, besides the Ma- 
sonry in the master’s lodge. 

We insist upon the fact, that prior to 1776, no degree or se- 
cret of Masonry was commonly or officially known to the order 
in this country above the degree of master, for the sake of clear- 
ing Washington, Warren, Franklin, and others, of the abomina- 
tions which the masons of this day boldly charge to their coun- 
tenance and support in the higher degrees. Those. generous 
men were ignorant of the unha}lowed oaths and mysteries of the 
order, which were not introduced into this country by the name 
of Royal Arch, and Sublime Masonry, until after they had passed 
from the lighter associations of youth to the arduous cares of 
manhood. The men who believe and say that the fathers of our 
liberty were conversant with the scenes of the Royal Arch Chap- 
ter, and of the Epcampment, deceive themselves, and degrade 
these patriarchs of liberty. It is enough, (and too much to be- 
lieve, if we can avoid it,) that they were cable-towed and knock- 
ed down in the greenness of their age, to imitate the famed Abif ; 
but more than that is incredible, is impossible, for the harlequins 
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of the mystery were not here to play it off, by any evidence 
that we can find, until after this period: if we except M. M. 
Hayes only. 

It is true that the mummery of the lodges was very generally 
imposed upon the young men and officers of the American army. 

They hazarded every thing for their country ; they naturally 
sought support from every plausible thing. Freemasonry promised 
well, they swallowed it; for the disgust which it excited, they 
were compensated with mirth and an excuse for conviviality ; 
and for the strange oaths and penalties exacted of them, they re- 
ceived the hope, at least, that one principal door of escape.from 
British hulks and prison ships, and from the eruelties of a civil 
war, was opened to them, through the influence of these same 
oaths and penalties upon the hearts and lives of their foes. 
These were undoubtedly the reasons for the wide dissemination 
of the mystery in the army. It did not spread in the same way 
among the statesmen or the people. Neither Samuel nor John 
Adams, nor Hancock, nor Jefferson, nor Madison, nor Henry, 
Otis, Witherspoon, Laurens, Pinckney, and a host of civilians 
who guided the councils of the nation through the dark and 
stormy period between the rupture with England and the adop- 
tion of the federal constitution, have a name among the Masons. 
We excepi Franklin, and Randolph; Robert Morris also took 
the apprentice’s degree, and retired from the order with shud- 
dering. ‘This marked line of distinction between the patriots of 
the army and of the congress of the new-born republic, in respect 
to their initiation into the mysteries of Freemasonry, was not 
owing to the want of acuteness in our civilians to discern the 
value of the order ; but rather to the peculiar hazards and temp- . 
tations of the soldiery ; in winter quarters they have less to do, 
and in the summer campaign more to risk and to bear, than the 
rest of their countrymen. And the order of Freemasonry is well 
adapted to allure and deceive men of leisure, exposed to every 
variety of fortune, and to great personal danger. The example 
of bravery, self-denial. and patriotic devotion, set by the army of 
the revolution is worthy of admiration; but while we imi- 
tate their virtues, we cannot well follow them “ by advancing 
upon three upright regular steps” to the altar of masonry. 
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Hisrory or Freemasonry IN THE UnitTep States. 
From 1776 to 1797, with the introduction of the Sublime Degrees. 


This era is memorable for the dissemination of the Sublime 
Degrees, and for the establishment of Grand Lodges in the prin- 
cipal states of the union. In an attempt to give a just concep- 
tion of these events, we shall unfold the peculiar traits of the ma- 
sonic character. 

The introduction of the deeper mysteries of the order is well 
known to have taken place since 1733; but of all the masons in 
America before the Morgan excitement who alive knew either 
the time when, or the person by whom, or the place where, the 
degrees above the symbolic lodges were first brought to this 
country? Possibly some could tell, but in that case, they must 
have resided “under the canopy of the zenith,’ beyond our cir- 
cle of acquaintance. 

In the article upon the history of Freemasonry in France, pub- 
lished in the last Number of this Review, the origin of the 
sublimer degrees is satisfactorily traced to their place and date in 
France ; and their coming forth to America by the hand of Ste- 
phen Morin, and his commission from the Grand Consistory of 
Paris, A. D. 1761, are known to the readers of that article, and 
also the curious fact that the same mystery, which came out by 
Morin in that year, passing through the hands of Francken, Hayes, 
Spitzer, Cohen, and Long, twenty-five degrees, returned to Paris 
by the hand of De Grasse-Tilly, in 1804, thirty-three degrees. 
The year of their departure from and their return to Paris, and 
also the rate of their increase, is precisely fixed. It only remains 
to establish with equal certainty the time and place of their 
coming into these states. 

We are enabled to do this by the aid of the following singular 
document, which purports to be the original commission of Franc- 
ken to Hayes, and was found at Newport, R. I., (some time the 
residence of Mr. Hayes,) in the archives of “ King David's 
Lodge,”’ over which he once presided, and was given to the pub- 
lic through the columns of the Antimasonic Rhode Islander, a 
newspaper printed in Newport, in 1829, and since removed to 
Providence, by the name of The Free Press, from the second 
number of which paper, dated Providence, R. I. February 4, 
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1830, we now copy it. We have been told that a division arose 
in this lodge, which rent the members asunder, and that this docu- 
ment in the squabble fell into the publisher’s hands through an 
official channel. In the reprint, from which we copy, the Editor 
thus introduces it. 


The following charter of King David's Lodge, in Newport, in this state, 
has been some time committed to the inspection of the public, and has 
been circulated in various parts of the country. When it first came un- 
der our inspection, the shocking impiety and blasphemy therein contained 
staggered our belief of its genuineness; but as we have since been inform- 
ed, bya source to be depended upon, of its correctness, we give it further 
publicity by inserting it inour paper, and leave our readers to make their 
own comments. 

CHARTER OF KING DAVID’S LODGE, R. I. 
Health, Stability and Power. By the Glory of the Supreme Architect of 
the Universe. 
LUX EX TENEBRIS. 

From the East of the Grand of the Most Puissant Council of the Most 
Valiant Princes and Sublime Masons of the Royal Secret, &ca. &ca. &ca. 
under the Celestial Canopy of the Zenith which answers to 41 degrees and 
30 minutes North latitude— ‘ 

To our illustrious and most valiant Knights and Princes of Free, Ac- 
cepted, and Perfect Masons of all degrees over the surface of the two he- 
mispheres— . 

E, Henry Andrew Francken, Grand Elected, Perfect, and Sublime 
Mason, Knight of the East, and Prince of Jerusalem, &ca. &ca. &ca. Pa- 
triach, Noachite, Knight of the Sun, and King of Heaven, &ca. &ca. &ca. 
Deputy Inspector General over all Lodges, Councils, and Grand Councils 
of the Superior degrees of ancient and modern Freemasonry, over the two 
hemispheres. by patent from the Grand Council of Princes of Masons at 
Kingston, Jamaica, &ca. &ca. &ca. under the special protection of the 
Most Puissant Princes, and in their place and stead, do certify and attest, 
to all free and valiant Princes of Masons, Free and Accepted Masons, 
Sea. &ca. &ca. That our dear Brother, Moses M. Hayes, (of the Jewish 
nation, native, inhabitant and merchant of the city and province of New 
York, in North America,) is known and approved Master Mason of the 
Blue Lodge, Grand Elected, Perfect, and Sublime Mason, Knight of the 
East and Prince of Jerusalem, &ca. &ca. &ca. And, that having, with 
firmness, and constancy, sustained the brightness of the Grand Luminary, 
and given us the most solid proofs of his fervency, constancy, and zeal, in 
support of the Royal Craft, and his submission to the Supreme Tribunal 
of the Sovereign Princes of the Royal Secret; Wx have initiated him 
Patriarch, Noachite, Sovereign Knight of the Sun and King of Heaven, 
and further to the highest degree of masonry, and being convinced of 
his ability in the Royal Art, and to recompense him for his assiduity, 
and the trouble he has taken to come to the perfection of all degrees in 
masonry, We have consented to grant, constitute, and appoint our said 
dear brother, Moses M. Hayes, by these presents, Deputy Inspecter Gene- 
ral and Grand Master, of and over all Lodges of the Royal Arch, Grand 
Elected and Perfect Masons, Councils of Knights of the East, and Princes 
of Jerusalem, &ca. &ca. &ca. Grand Councils of Knights of the Sun and 
King of Heaven, &ca. &ca. &ca. and hereby give him full power to con- 
stitute Lodges of Royal Arch and Perfection, also Councils, and Grand 
Councils of Knights of the East and Princes of Jerusalem, &ca. &ca. &ca. 
also Grand Chapters of Knights of the Sun, and King of Heaven, in the 
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West Indies and North America, within the distance of twenty-five leagues 
of any such Lodge, Chapter, Council, or Grand Council already regularly 
established and constituted. And that he, the said Moses M. Hayes, in all 
things shall fully conform and behave himself to all the rules, statutes and 
laws conformable to all the different degrees, and this our patent. Wr 
therefore, pray all respectable Brethren, Knights and Princes of Masonry 
to receive our dear brother, Moses M. Hayes, in his respectable qualities, 
and to entertain him favorably in every thing relative unto them. Wr 
promising to have the same regard to those who shall present themselves 
to our Lodge and Grand Coancil, furnished with proper and authentic 
titles. 

To which We, Henry Andrew Francken, have hereunto subscribed our 
name, and affixed our seal at arms, and also the grand seal of Princes of 
Masons, in the place where the greatest of Treasures are deposited, the 
beholding of which fills us with comfort, joy, and acknowledgement of all 
that is great and good, near the B B. this 26th day of the month called 
Kislieu, of the year 7778, of the Restoration, 2299, and ofthe Vulgar Era, 


the 6th day of December, 1768.* 
HENRY AND'W FRANCKEN, 
Prince of Masons, and Deputy 
Grand Inspector General. 


This document has internal marks of authenticity, which few 
men would be bold enough to counterfeit. The heading, intro- 
duction, and address, are in the true style of masonic sublimity. 
The latitude answers to Newport. It is customary for the Ma- 
sonic ‘Sovereigns to date «« Under the Canopy of the Zenith,” at 
the latitude of their residence ; if there is no mistake, this will 
justify the supposition that, for the time being, Francken resided 
at Newport. Be this as it may, Moses Michael Hayes did first 
receive the sublime degrees of masonry, and disseminate them in 
this country,! but they made no visible progress until 1796 ; we 
leave them, to take up the organization of the first independent 
Grand Lodges of Masons in these states. 

The first movement independent of the British Grand Lodges 
that we find on record, was made in the appointment of Joseph 
Webb, as successor to Grand Master Warren at Boston, March 
8, 1777.4 They assigned their reasons for this step, June 24, 


* The Providence Free Press, from which we extract, gives the date 
1778, and with that date before us we prepared this article. We find, 
however, that the Antimasonic Rhode klander gives the date 1768, ten 
years earlier. We adopt the original date. 

+ Dalcho’s Orations. Circular of the Sovereigns of Masonry, dated 
‘* Under the Canopy of the Zenith, 32° 45” North latitude, (Charleston, 
S.C.) 4th Dec. 1802. Also, Vol. 1, p. 145 of this Review. Precis. Hist. 

§ Webb’s Monitor, Salem, 1808, p. 303. 
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1783. A summary of their argument is, that the commission of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland to Joseph Warren died with him, 
and that the power of his deputy and wardens expired at the 
same time ; that the political head of the country having cut off 
communion with the people from whom the Grand Lodge origi- 
nally derived its authority, the brethren correctly assumed inde- 
pendence, and elected their own grand officers. They encourage 
themselves in their course with the mention of this fact, that four- 
teen lodges were constituted by their authority, in less time than 
three had been, under the former dispensation. They added, 
“In the history of our craft we find that in England there are two 
Grand Lodges independent of each other ; in Scotland the same ; 

and in Ireland their Grand Lodge and Grand Master are indepen- 
dent both of England and of Scotland. It is clear that the autho- 
rity of some of their Grand Lodges originated in assumption, or 
otherwise they would acknowledge the head from whence they 
sprung.”* They resolved that they were free, they recalled the 
old charters, and gave new ones in their stead, so far as to re- 

quire the acknowledgment of the supreme power of the Grand 
Lodge. 

What St. John’s Lodge was doing in the mean-time no treatise 
before us testifies ; but March 5, 1792, after a battle of thirty- 
six years, the two Grand Lodges, (St. John’s and St. Andrew’s,) 
made peace, joined hands, and became one, by the title of “ The 
Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable Society of Free 
and accepted Masons for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts ;” 
and this is regarded by the books as an “ era in the history of 
Freemasonry in the United States.” 

One fact illustrating the charity of this institution came to 
light throngh the records of St. John’s Lodge; a part of which 
fell into profane hands when thrown out of the window to pre- 
serve them from a devouring fire. ‘The record embraces a pe- 
riod of eighteen years, preceding the burning of the Exchange 
Coffee House in Boston, A. D. 1817 nearly. 


The gross amount of receipts was. ; , $1,992 41 
The same—expenditures ‘ , 1,992 41 
And of the expenditures are recorded to charity 35 00 


And all the rest to refreshments, tyler, and sundries ! $1,957 41 


* Idem, p. 305. 
44 
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ForMATION OF THE GRAND LopcE or Virernia. 


By the aid of the Ahiman Rezon of Virginia, published A. D. 
1791, and approbated by the Grand Lodge, 1st May, 1792, we 
are enabled to be very faithful under this head also. The steps 
taken, and the arguments employed by the fraternity to effect 
the establishment of this Grand Lodge, will be interesting to the 
brethren. 

A convention of delegates from the different lodges in Virgi- 
nia was called at Williamsburg, by the Williamsburg lodge, 5th 
May, 1777, “for the purpose of choosing a Grand Master for 
the state of Virginia.” Five lodges were present by their re- 
presentatives. A committee was appointed to set forth the rea- 
sons “why a Grand Master should be chosen,’ and the conven- 
tion adjourned one week. ‘The report and the proceedings upon 
it we give entire. 


Te the Right Worshipful Master, Worshipful Wardens, and 
worthy Brethren of the Lover. 


In consequence of a proposition of the Williamsburg Lodge, inviting all 
the regular Lodges in Virginia to attend at their lodge on the 5th May, 
1777, for the purpose of electing a Grand Master of Freemasons, for the said 
Commonwealth of Virginia, five regular lodges appeared by deputation, 
on the 7th instant, viz: Norfolk, Kilwinning Port Royal Cross, Bland- 
ford, Williamsburg, and Cabin Point Royal Arch, and thence by adjourn- 
ment to the 13th instant; when taking the subject of meeting into consi- 
deration, they are unanimously of opinion, that aGranp Master is requi- 
site in this State, for the following reasons; founded on the principles of 
necessity, convenience, and right, viz. 

First. We find that the lodges in this state, hold their charters under 
five distinct and separate authorities, viz; the Grand Master of England, 
Scotland, Ireland, Pennsylvania, and America; (the last at second hand) 
of course, all have an equal right to appoint their deputies, who can 
claim no authority over those not holding this principal. 

Therefore, any difference arising between lodges holding differently, 
cannot be settled for want of a common tribunal—for the same reason, 
the craft can never meet in annual communication, manifesting that 
brotherly love and affection, the distinguished characteristic of Ma- 
sonry from the beginning ; such divided and subdivided authority can 
never be productive to the real good of the Craft. 

Secondly. We cannot discover, upon strict inquiry, that Masonry has 
ever derived any benefit from the foreign appointment of a Grand Mas- 
ter in this country, they being as little known, andas little acknowledged. 

Thirdly. Being at this time without a supreme, and so circumstanced, 
as to render it impossible to have recourse to the Grand Lodge beyond 
sea, should any abuses creep into the lodges; or should any body of the 
brotherhood be desirous of forming a new lodge, there is no settled au- 
thority to apply to: in this case, we are of opinion, that a Grand Lodge 
is a matter of necessity. 

Fourthly and Lastly. We find upon record, that the Grand Lodges of 
Fagland, Scotland, and Ireland, founded their original right of election, 
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upon their sole authority, by mutual consent, Cistinct and separate from 
all foreign power whatever. We therefdre conclude, that we have, and 
ought to hold, the same rights and privileges, that masons in all times 
heretofore have confessedly enjoyed. 

We, the deputies aforesaid, for ourselves and our respective lodges, 
humbly beseech and desire that you will be pleased to take the foregoing 
reasons into consideration, and that you will favor us with your attendance, 
by deputation in this lodge, for the purpose of electing a Grand Master 
for this State, on the 23d June next, at 10 o’cloek A. M., for the first time, 
and ever after, at such time and place as the Grand Lodge shall deter- 
miane—we having signified this our desire to all others, our regular and 
loving brethren, in like manner as we have done to you, hoping to see 
eg on the day appointed ; and we have caused these our proceedings to 

signed by our loving brother Duncan Rose, our President, and attested 
by our worthy brother James Kemp, Secretary, this 13th May, A. L. 
5777. A. D. 1777. 

Resolved, That copies of the above be made out, and sent to all the 
different regular lodges in this state. 

Resolved, That this convention be adjourned till 23d June next ensuing, 
at 10 o’clock A. M. 

Signed DUNCAN ROSE, President. 
Attest. JAMES KEMP, Secretary. 
Truly recorded from the minutes, 
W. WADDILL, G. Secretary. 

At the adjourned meeting, 23¢ June 1777, they declined pro- 
ceeding to a choice of Grand Master, because a minority of all 
the lodges in the state only was represented ; but to provide for 
the appointment of this essential officer, in a manner satisfactory 
to the most scrupulous masons, they were 


‘*unanimously of opinion, that the most unexceptionable mode of 
procuring such an officer in this state, agreeable to the charters consti- 
tuting the several lodges therein, will be for the respective lodges to 
solicit their respective Grand Masters, for an appointment of some one 
worthy mason, resident within this state, as Grand Master thereof, b 
which the several authorities of the different Grand Masters of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, from whom the several lodges in this state hold 
their charters, will be united in one and the same person; and in order 
to continue such an officer in this state, this convention are of opinion, 
that such charter of appointment, should contain authority to such Grand 
Master, to resign the superiority of his principal into the hands of the 
respective lodges, in order that such lodges, by their deputies, may form 
a general convention of the Craft, to elect a Grand Master, and proper 
officers of a Grand Lodge in time to come. 

And in order to give despatch to this business, this convention 
leave to recommend to their constituents, and to the members of all other 
lodges in this state, His Excellency General George Washington, as a 
proper person to fill the office of Grand Master for the same, and to 
the charter of appointment aforementioned be made. 

But should the lodges prefer any other person to this office, it is recom. 
mended, that the respective lodges do elect some other person, and notify 
the same to the Williamsburg Lodge, being most convenient, who are to 
examine such appointment, and declare, thereupon, on whom the majority 
falls, to be nominal Grand Master of this state, for the purpose of a * 
ing a charter of resignation as afore-proposed, and notify the same to the 


respective lodges in this state, in order to their salicitation afore-recom- 
mended. 
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But in case such an appointment is not made by the first day of June 
next, then this convention are unanimously of opinion, that the several 
iodges of this state should proceed to elect such Grand Master, and to that 
end, that the president of this convention, or in case of his death, the 
master of the Williamsburg Lodge, for the time being, ought to invite a 
convention of the deputies of such lodges, to meet at such time and place 
as to him shall seem most convenient. 





The next meeting was called by advertisement, 13th October, 
1778, when four lodges attended. Washington’s name no more 
appears ; but Warner Lewis was chosen Grand Master ; he de- 
clined ; then John Blair was clected and installed. The next 
mecting was at Richmond, 4th October, 1784, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Blair. The grand honor 
fell on James Mercer, who was succeeded by Edmund Randolph, 
i7th October, 1786. Alexander Montgomery concludes the list 
in this record, 27th October, A. L. 5789. 


Granp LopcEe or PENNSYLVANIA. 


SITY TS eI iG OE aT TEE 


= 


A warrant from the Grand Lodge of England, dated 20th June, 
A. L. 5764, addressed to the Most Worshipful William Bell and 
others, authorized them to form and hold a Grand Lodge for 
Pennsylvania. ‘This body performed the usual duties of a pro- 
vincial grand lodge quietly, under the dominion of the Grand 
Lodge of England, ten years after the declaration of our national 
independence. In 1783, they published their Ahiman Rezon, 
which is a close copy of Dermott’s. On the 25th day of Sept. 
1786, after mature deliberation, they came to the unanimous re- 
solution, that it was improper for them to remain any longer 
under the authority of any foreign Grand Lodge; and the said 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania did then close, without 
day, and resolve itself into “a grand convention.” 

The convention thus assembled, unanimously required that the 
lodges under the jurisdiction of the late provincial Grand Lodge, 
holding under the authority of the Grand Lodge of England, 
should, and they did, form themselves anew, by the name of 
“the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and jurisdiction thereunto 
belonging.”” Their proceedings, published by John Phillips, are 
devoid of interest, except the parade and address called forth by 
the death of Washington. The Most Worshipful Master, J. B. 
Smith, Esq., the orator on this occasion, speaking of the estimate 
in which the Grand Lodge held the deceased, as their friend, 
their brother, and their father, exclaims: “ Yes, my brethren, 
as such, the masons of Pennsylvania did long ago recognize him. 
It is now twenty-one years since they, by an unanimous suffrage, 
proposed him as Grand Master of Masons for the United 
States.”’ 


* Freemason’s Companion, Phil., 1805, p. 151. 
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It is worthy of notice, that the first masonic honors of his na- 
tive state were offered to Washington, A. D. 1777 ; and that the 
brethren of Pennsylvania proposed to confer upon him this national 
supremacy in the following year ; but the tinsel of Freemasonry 
did not charm the General. We admit that he subsequently 
replied politely and respectfully to the complimentary addresses 
of the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania, but 
those were compliments, heartily given and received no doubt, 
while this repeated avoidance of their grand honors can be un- 
derstood in no other light, than as a disregard for those honors. 
He knew that only his name was wanted for Grand Master ; the 
service could well be performed by a deputy. He might, and he 
would have granted it, if his confidence in the mystery had been 
equal to it. He repeatedly refused ; and thus has he added to 
that glory which the lodges both then and now have vainly sought 
to tarnish with their unhallowed grasp. 


‘THe Granp Lovee or Maryianp. 


The deputies of five lodges on the eastern shore of Chesapeake 
Bay, met at Talbot Court House, 17th June, 1783, opened lodge 
by the appointment of the usual lodge officers, and unanimously 
resolved that they ought to be independent of the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, themselves a grand lodge : but for the election 
of officers they adjourned to 31st July following, and in the mean- 
time sent a petition to the Grand Lodge of Philadelphia for a 
warrant to proceed. 

At the adjourned meeting the first thing done was as before, 
to open a master’s lodge. (The same mode of proceeding ap- 
pears to have been adopted in the various conventions which led 
to the formation of the Grand Lodge of Virginia ) They then 
renewedly declared themselves independent. and proceeded, with- 
out reference to any warrant, to elect their grand officers. The 
Grand Master, by letter dated 18th August, 5783, informed the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania of what bad been done, and plead 
in apology the necessity of the case. October i6, he followed 
with another letter, hoping al] their proceedings would be approved 
by Pennsylvania. The answer of the Deputy Grand Secretary, 
dated Philadelphia, 5th December, 1783, presents constitutional 
objections to the doings in Maryland, and backs them with a 
demand of the dues up to the date of the independence assumed 
by the masons of the eastern shore of Maryland :—1 9th of the same 
month, the Marylanders promised, in Grand Lodge, to pay their 
dues, as required ; and the Right Worshipful;Grand Master John 
Coats, made an address, setting forth his labors in the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania, to procure the recognition of Maryland 
masonic independence. 
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Strange as it seems, all this went for nothing, and a new 
convention of deputies from five Jodges met at Talbot Court 
House, 17th April, 1787; opened a master’s lodge, agreed to esta- 
blish a Grand Lodge, and again chose brother John Coats Grand 
Master, who was requested to inform the brethren of the western 
shore, and of the State of Delaware what had been done, and also 
to invite them to unite with this Grand Lodge Accordingly, Sept. 
19th of the same year, they set forth the fact that Pennsylvania 
had recently (Sept. 1786,) severed its ties to the Grand Lodge of 
England, and by the same right in law and equity, the Marylanders 
might and did make themselves independent of Pennsylvania. 
Therefore, * resolved, that new warrants of this date shall be imme- 
diately granted to the several lodges under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Lodge, to be numbered in the order of the dates of their for- 
mer warrants, which shall from henceforth be cancelled and annul- 
led : that there shall be a common seal for the use of the Grand 
Lodge,” &c. From this time the Grand Lodge of Maryland 
was fairly under way. In the following year it appointed a com- 
mittee to inform the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania of this fact, 
to assign the causes of it, and, at the same time, to request a mu- 
tual interchange of good offices. It was done by letter, dated 
5th October, 1788. ‘To this they received answer at their meet- 
ing, 20th April, 1790, dated 18th December, 1789, by which the 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania give them up, approve their con- 
duct, and recognize their independence and authority. The 
answer goes on to express a wish that every state in the union 
had its grand lodge, and that these might speedily have one head 
over all. 

At their session, 16th September, 5790, a communication 
was received from the Past Grand Master of Georgia, containing 
the following resolutions :— 

* Grand Lodge of Georgia, 28th December, 5789. 
“ Present, the Right Worshipful James Jackson, Grand Master. 

“ Resolved, as the sense of this Grand Lodge, that there ought to be e 
federal or Supreme Grand Lodge constituted, to have jurisdiction over 
the respective grand and other lodges throughout the continent, and that 

, have authority to communicate with the Grand Lodges 
at the Northwarid, to pledge the faith of this Grand Lodge in support of 
such an undertaking, and to assent to a masonic convention for that pur- 
pose. LEztract from the minutes. 

(Signed) U. TOTLER, G. S.” 
“ Grand Lodge of Georgia, 6th March, 5790. 
Present. the Right Worshipful Sir G. Houston, Bart. G. M. 

* On motion, Resolved, Tha! the Right Worshipful Brothers Jackson 
and Stephens, and Worshipful Brother Edward Lloyd, be a committee to 
earry into effect the resolution entered into last meeting, for the purpose of 
establishing a federal Grand Lodge in America. 

* Extract from the minutes. 
(Signed) U. TOTLER, G. 8.” 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Maryland upon the 
Georgia resolutions, are altogether suppressed ; but the deficiency 
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is supplied by furnishing in their place a letter and resolutions of 
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, upon the same subject’ The 
letter is addressed by a committee to the Ri. ht Worshipful 
Grand Master of Maryland. dated « Philadelphia. June 29, 5790. 
Right Worshipful Brother. Agreeably to our appointment, we 
now inclose a copy of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, on the proposal made by the Right Worshipful 
Grand Lodge of Georgia, to constitute a Federal or Supreme 
Grand Lodge to have jurisdiction over the respective grand 
and other lodges throughout the continent ” 
They proceed with a detail of objections to the Georgia pro- 
], and propose in its stead a grand convention of Grand 
ges with advisory powers, to arrange all matters of difference 
and diversity among the Grand Lodges free from the dangers and 
responsibilities of a supreme and controlling Grand Lodge. 


They accompany their letter with the following resolutions of their 
Grand Lodge. : 


“ Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, June 7th, 5790. 
*¢ Present, the Right ST conn Bayard Smith, Esq. Grand 
~Vaster. 

“ A letter was read from the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Geor- 
gia. Whereupon, after argument, on motion and seconded, resolved una- 
nimously, That the constituti: g of a Federal or Supreme Grand Lodge, 
to have jurisdiction over the respective grand and other lodges throughout 
the continent, as proposed by the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Geor- 
gia, is inexpedient, and appears to be impracticable ; but that a convention 
of deputies from the several Grand Lodges within the United States, for 
the purpose of forming a more intimate union, and establishing a perma- 
nent and regular intercourse betwixt the said Grand Lodges, would be 
highly advantageous to the fraternity; and that this Grand Lodge will 
appoint deputies to such convention for the aforesaid purposes.” 

The great objection to a Supreme Grand Lodge was found in 
its supremacy ; the existing grand bodies would become depend- 
ent upon it, and engulfed in it. Their superiority they knew 
not how to surrender, and the plan failed. 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland, by their Grand Master, opened 
a correspondence, July 13, 5794, with the Grand Lodge of 
England, and passed a resolution also to correspond with all the 
Grand Lodges of the United States and of Scotland. 

Their annual proceedings amount on the record to little more 
than a detail of their petitions and warrants for new charters, the 
names of the grand officers, and the perfect harmony in which 
they always separated, until they published their Ahiman Rezon, 
our authority for the facts under head of the Grand Lodge of Ma- 
ryland, A. D. 1797. The volume was prepared by George 
Keatinge, and approved by “ the grand committee” of the Grand 
Lodge. 

Tse Granp Lopce or New York was commenced by a 
warrant from the Duke of Athol, Grand Master of Ancient Ma- 
sons, England, dated London, 5th Sept. 1781, during the revo- 
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lutionary war. This provincial Grand Lodge, 5th Sept. 1787, 
closed without day, and then opened an independent Grand 
Lodge, and elected and installed its grand officers. 

The Grand Lodge of New Jersey was formed by a conven- 
tion, held at New Brunswick, Dec 18, 1786. 

The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire was formed in the same 
way, “ July 8th, 5789.” 

Rhode Island, « 25th June, A. L. 5791 :” 

Connecticut, July 8th, 1719: 

Vermont, Oct. 14, 1794 : each by conventions called for the 
purpose. 

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina began by a charter from 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, A. D. 1771, and assumed inde- 
pendence, A. D. 1787. 

South Carolina affords matter of interest in the history of ma- 
sonry. In that province were three lodges, A D. 1754. March 
30th of that year a,warrant was issued by the Grand Master of 
Modern masons, England, constituting a provincial Grand 
Lodge. After the revolution eleven lodges were at work of the 
modern sect, under the Provincial Grand Master.* They formed 
a Grand Lodge at Charleston, 25th March, 1787.1 

At the same time four lodges of Ancient masons (three of 
which held under the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania) took with 
them one lodge of Free and Accepted, or modern masons, and 
constituted in South Carolina the Grand Lodge of Ancient York 
masons, and elected their officers, February 5, 5787. After 
the work was done one Ancient York lodge protested against it, 
principally because the officers were not elected according to an- 
cient custom, and because manifest disrespect was shown to their 
mother lodges in not obtaining their consent before they formed 
an independent body.* However, they made the walls of the 
temple stand, obtained a legislative charter of incorporation, 
December 20, 1781, and continued to war with the Modern 
Grand Lodge for many years. 

Tur Granp Lopes or Groreta holds of England at the date 
of 1730.{ But how to account for a lodge in Savannah before 
there was any white settlement in the province of Georgia, is a 
masonic mystery not yet revealed. The Grand Master of Scot- 
land gave them a warrant, 1755 to 1758; and December 16, 
1786, the masons of Georgia declared themselves independent. 

Besides the formation of the Grand Lodges, nothing memora- 
ble transpired in the history of the order in the United States, 
until the first action and conjunction of the higher degrees, with 
which we commence in the next number of this work. 


* Dalcho’s Ahiman Rezon. 
+ Hardie’s Monitor. Webb’s Monitor. 
t Webb’s and Hardie’s Monitors. 








